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i >r* }mb<» A. G illian, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Congressional Hems 


1. |§ffiSS9gc|. The Director has repeated an opportunity to 
Brief Senate and B©u*e Aimed Service* Sttitaanittctt on CIA on 
oar personnel situation, with particular reference to the functions 
Being performed by Headquarter* staff. There seesns to be an under- 
current ©f Congreaeioaal feeling that CIA hat to© many people in 
'Washington. The Director believes that thi* ia In large part a 
reflection of Ignorance as t© the wide variety of function* which the 
Agency ia called upon to perform . The proponed Briefing wUl stress 
functional aspects of the organisation, with emphasis on those which 
require the meet people. 

2. Estimates . There have been several Congressional state- 
ments and press articles on the subject of intelligence estimates of 
Soviet air strength, and the effect that these estimates have had on 
Defease Budgets. Economy minded members of Congress are taking 
the line that estimates of Soviet heavy Bomber strength, which were 
revised downward after Congress adjourned last year, were a 
principal factor In the $*?9C million increase is the Air Force pro- 
curement Budget at the close s 4 the last Session. The Inference is 
that the estimates were padded in order to secure additional funds. 
C*hers, who favor an expansion of domestic air power, are taking 
the line that tike downward revision cot the estimate of Soviet strength 
was in effect dictated By the economy minded policy makers ia the 
Administration. An important side effect at this controversy is to 
cast doubt on the validity of national intelligence estimates in general. 
The Director is now considering ways and mesas of setting the record 
straight with appropriate members of Congress. 


S, Middle Cast. A select committee of Foreign Relation* and 
Armed Service *7 chaired By Senator Fulb right, is proceeding with 
an Investigation of 13. t. policy la the Middle East from 1946 te the 
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present* and has requested the ■ tate department to provide a 
comprehensive chronology of events with supporting documents, 
ft is almost inevitable that the quality of intelligence estimates* 
particularly in the recent past* will become an issue. Although 
the Director ha* briefed Armed Services and Appropriations Com- 
mittees on the quality of our estimating in the October- November 
period last year, the debats and discussions on the Middle Cast 
Resolution have left several important members of Congress un- 
clear as to whether or net the United States was taken totally by 
surprise by the Israeli / F ranch/ Jbritish action in Egypt. 

4. Joint Committee. 16 Resolutions hare bees introduced 
in the Houoo this Session for setting up a Joint Committee on 
Intelligence. None have been acted on as yet, and there has been 
no activity In the Senate. ¥< e understand that Senator Mansfield 
and Ms supporters arc awaiting the outcome of House action before 
moving. These Mile may remain bottled up in the Rules Committee* 
as they were last year. There is always a chance* however, that 
they will be reported out and that a Floor debate will ensue. Chair- 
man Vinson of the Armed Services Committee wants to keep juris- 
diction of CIA, and will resist all Joint Committee Resolutions* but 
he is somewhat concerned that this matter may come out into the 
open some time during this Session. 

5. FY/58 Budget . CIA will soon appear before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on the FY /S8 budget. This year we 
are requesting less new money than last year, although the oper- 
ating budget is of some general magnitude. There was no cut in 
our budget request last year, we cannot be as sure this year* 
however, in the light of the present attitude of Congress and the 
wrangle between the House and Administration on possible cuts in 
the President’s budget. 

6. Legislation . ClA is again planning to propose Career 
legislation* particularly aimed at benefits for overseas personnel. 

A bill was introduced last Session* but was not acted on before 
adjournment. The House Armed Services Committee is presently 
reluctant to introduce new legislation, in the fear that it may stir 
up the type of difficulties mentioned in para. 4 above. 


Approved For Release 2003/11/04 : CIA-RDP64B00346R0002001 00005-8 



Approved For Release 2003/11/04 : Cl A-RDP64B00346R0002001 00005-8 


7. Miscellaneous . The Senate internal Security Subcommittee 
is now investigating State Department intelligence performance in 
China. Although the present inquiry is directed at events back in 
the 1940s, it is possible that the Agency may become involved. 

There is some Congressional interest in the Edmondson case {ex - 
USIA employee who has made critical statements of the Administration 
and stated that two of tea American prisoners in China are CIA spies). 
It is too early to see how this may come oet. Charles Buckley, 

Alfred Kohl berg and others are attempting to exploit their allegations 
that CSIfIS is a tool of C|A. Their efforts are directed toward the 
Foreign Relations Committee, in the light of the contract for the 
Special Study on the Foreign Aid Program. The Committee staff 
has been briefed cm the true facts ef our relationship and has been 
«*”“ * •«•*««* «h* e« be m.d. public. — This M.M b> b«n 
worked out Jointly between ourselves and L and Max Millikan 

is aware of the status. 


f 

Lyman B. Kirkpatrick 


IG:LC;NSPaul/£m/blc (14 Mar. 57) 
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